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Regularization and Resistance: Urban
Transformations in Late Nineteenth-
Century Greece
Eleni Bastéa

Tutraduction

In the ni h and eardy ieth ies both new and well-
established nations called vpon urban planning and civie architecture o
define their national identitics, mark progress, and underscore their
commitment o modemlw.‘ While |M same design pﬂwplcs and »f:,en
the same civic were p throug|
Evrope and the colonics, they eame to assume unigue, nationalist
interpictations in each country, ially among the Ay ish

ones. In the kingdom of Greece, which 1 shall examine more c]usc!y here,
the drafting of a new plan for Athens in 1833 represented more than a
physical vrban plan; it symbolized the country’s rebirth, classical
grientation, and modern national identity? Furthermore, 1 shall explore
the modemity evoked by such plans and their effects on the life of the

.inhabitants.

Trained at first as an architect, | had always assumed that space shaped
not only our view of the world at large, but, more intimately, our very
own lives, our daily routines, and family and social interactions. One day,
however, as | was thinking about my aunt Fofo's apartment in
Thessaloniki, | came to realize that she had recreated, as closely as she
possibly could, the layout of the one family home she had lived in as a

1 esazy is based on my foethenming book va nincteenth-century planning and cvie
architeenere, Maders Adbess: Planwing she Myth. T remain indebred o the participanss of the
King’s College conference and o Mask Firte for their comments and suggestins, Specis]
thanks are alio due w my family who came slong o London: Mark, Marcello, and ithen)
five week ald Mario, Unless atherwise nuted, all mansktions are mine.

See Papageorgiou-Veneras 1094; Basséa 1004

From Geeek Socirry in the Making, 1863-1913; Rewlives, Sywbols gnd Videws, ed, Philip Caraboct.
Copyright © 1997 by Philip Carabote. Published by Varioram, Ashgate Publishing Ld,
Gower House, Croft Road, Aldesshos, Hampshire, GU11 3HR,
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young bride and up w the 1960s. Most of the furniture from the old
house, designed l'm' E:ugcl. hlgl\ c:llm,g:d rooms, came into her new

g its d rooms. A large, round table
dumma!es the ulllng room whi h is also the dining room for all but the
mast formal of occasions, when the large safons (living room) and frapezaria
{dining room) are ceremoniously opened. 1 know that the homemaking
rastes of my aunt Fofo — who is in her seventies — do not provide bhard
scientific proof about the uses of space. After discussing this personal story
with my architecture students, who agreed that their apanments in St
Louis resemble their own bedrooms in their family homes, [ began

hing for other ples of o imposed spatial changes,
resistance to the efforts of urban modernization.
The ion berween modernity and the new, larized wown plans

is not, of course, unique to the modern Greek case. Baron Haussmann's
extensive urban projects in Paris (1853-70) created an imeparable rupture
within the traditional city® “The streets, our streets, are where modermism
belongs,” remarked Marshall Berman in his study of modemism.® ‘Part of
Haussmann's purpose was to give modernity @ shape,” wrote T:-]. Clark®
Most of the writings on moderity and the city stem from the work of
Charles Baudelaire, who described how the modernization of a city’s
physical fabric brought about the modemization of its citizens’ souls.®
In focusing on late ninetcenth-century Greece, | shall question this
premise regarding state-initiated, wholesale and radical modernization of
space and daily life. Were the citizens involved in the planning process?
Did they initiate, suppor, or resist the changes? Was the break with the
past as clear as it is usually presented? Can spatial change sceclerate social
change? Can we measure the recalcitrance of people holding on o old
patterns of life? Can we document the memory of uthan space? Writing
about the making of modern Greece over a century later, is it stll possible
o hear the dissenting veices in the patterns of words and stenes, in the
archives and buildings, in the strects and the marketplace? My aim is o
provide an armature for understanding space in an historical contexe,
mtcgmtmg it into the modern Greek studies discourse which has
lly focused on | and history.

In Greece, in accordance with the prevailing design theories of the time,
one of the main intentions behind the urban projects that were
undertaken, or completed, during the reign of King George 1 was the

A8es Pinkney 1958
4 Borman 198% 12,
T Clark 1984: 6.

#Berman 198%: 147,
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establishment of unified and rational guidelines for utban design. The
newly-planned citics, adomed with neo-classical strictures, were seen 45
tangible symbols of progress towards ‘enlightened” Europe, of incernal
political and cultural unity, and of the break from Owoman rule.” For the
first time a centralized system of civie design was instituted whereby all
planning decisions originated in the capital. Despite dramatic domestic and
international political events that marked the administrations of loannis
Kapodistrias (1828-31), King Otto (1833-62), and George I, one observes
a remarkable degree of continuity in the formal solutwns and |mplem:l!(‘
ation p which cl ized major pl and
projects. These projects also suggest the internal momentum inherent in
architecture and urban design that is inevirably affected by political crises,
yet duv..'. not necessarily veer nﬁ course because of them.

ling after the d g years of the War of [ndcpmdemt
{1821-28) carried strong of ion to the
population. Many inhabitants, forced to flee during the war, were eager
to return and reclaim their towns. Furthermore, an increasing number of
refugees had to be immediately accommodated in the new state. Members
of the French Expédition sciensifique de Marée, who had supervised the
withdrawzl of the Egyptian army from the Peloponnese in the late 1520s,
offered valuable rechnical services to the young Greek state. Kapodistrias
ook 3 personal interest in rebuilding Greek towns, often visiting the sites
himself, and giving encouragement to the local mh:bmms In 1829 he
founded the Soma fon opd s ocky f kai
(Corps of Officers in Charge of Forifications and Architecture), which
placed all new buildings under its jurisdiction.” This policy was also
adopted by his successors. Nine new towns were designed during his rule,
while the plans of thirteen more were under preparation.” Moreover, his
administration set out to restTuCtUre existing slmel patterns, which hitherto
lacked the g ie layouts of pre-planned Srraight streets,
town squams and public spaces were proposed for existing towns, while
the design of new ones was based on orthogonal grids of different degrees
of complexity. In coastal towns the orientation of the grid wsually followed
the shoreline. The grid plan had practical advantages with respeer
surveying and establishing new sewlements, bur it also underscored the

7 Reflecting the sxing efforrs of it the Otaman Empire was abso
wnddcrtaking urhan wansfomarians scoanding to western Eurpean principles, soe Gelik 1986,
These changes, however, were handly scknowledged in the contempaorary Greek press,
which adapted the West's image of the Oitoman Empire & backward and frozen in ume,
‘Ihis view, narionalist and rienealist ac once, jssified, intemmally, the Was of Independence
and uaderscored Greece's progress rowards modernity and the West,

* Kokkou 1985 360.

¥ Durovinis |985; 284,
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new state’s independence from Ouoman rule. In the words of S, Bulgaris,
the Corfiote engineer of the French army who designed a plan for Nauplia
(with T, Vallianes), Tripolis (with Garnor) and Patras, the new plans
designated the passage ‘from barbarity 1o avilization®,
One of the mast importane planning documents of the time, the decree
‘On the Hygienic Building of Towns and Villages', introduced ar the
beginning of Otto's rule in May 1835, established peneral planning
guidelines and placed Iocal authorities in charge of jts execution,!!
Inspired by Contemporary town-plan practices, the decree encouraged
and facilitated urbanization in o nation thar was seill Pprimarily agrarian,
It described the proper location of new sertlements, the advantages of the
orthogonal streer pattern, the creation of squares, ‘divided symmetrically,
but not of excessive size’, and the need for paving and street decorag
Public buildings, ‘that is the church, the school, the hotel, the “Town Halr',
€te, were o be located in the centre of the town, with private howses
around them. Stables, slaygk 3 ies, pirals, and prisons
had to be sited outside the city limirs, while vurious industries were
required to obrain 5 police permit to operute within or ouwside the ciry,
Concerns with decorum were not absent, cither: “The areas around and
near the cities and rowns should be provided with Promenades and alleys
of fruit-trees or, ar least, shady ones’ 12
Many of the carly ninetcenth-century Pplans envisaged elaborate Entrance
Butes, trec-planting around the ciry petimeter, ubiguitous tree-lined avenucs
crossing the towns, and wide squares wich symbolic names: Piazzg
Nazionale, Plage d'Othon, Place de St Dimitriou, This large-scale building
activity carried multiple messages to the Greek population, It demonstrated
in concrete terms (he reorganization that the country wits undengoing, the
centralization and increased control assumed by the Eovernment, and, in
return, the povernment's responsibility for the well-being of the people.
While celebrati & the impored institutions of nagional: and the monarchy,
urban planning also simed aE preserving religious rradin
the country'’s archacological freasures and glorious past. In 1866, E,
Manitakis, the director of public works at the Ministry of the Interion,
proudly reported on the COURLTY'S feconstrsction: ‘Greece,” he wrote, ‘when
she came out of the War of Independence, was licerally a pile of ruins.'
After the liberstion and within a third of 3 century, “twenty-three old ciries

_—
. Bulgare, Novice sur le v Jeaw Eiapodtiarias, sy s PEstruit de s raevegpandune

A e capitein ww o Yol of gt s S tmanty Bwdgars (Paris 1832), cieed i "Tsakespesislas
s 322,

K fimerie fis Krermisens (15 May 1E15)

EE Hastavgloa-Mastinidis 1995 105, 119, whersin it is nose that the dooree remained
in farce unril 1uzs,

URBAN TRANSFORMATIONS IN 190-CENTURY GREECE 593

were rebuilt and ten new ones were founded’. He was especially proyg of
new Athens, with i . ,

i its] beautifil houses built according 0
sl “eill-“hsmg :‘l;‘:::; [f“:lle n:ly :o 1834, [its] numerous public
uﬂc'u:‘: [:n'::;:; 'p‘opu]au'm] which, in its manne of dl:sq_m%_. |i;%_,,,d
i{.’.‘.'ﬁfm. s 30 well idencificd with the great family of the civilized noipns
of Europe.’™ ) )

i i osition at the time. It was, indeed, .““’
e PI:Id'TdI'c"ul:hde 't:”g‘::::i:ll’ streets, and the ‘manner of dressing,
lings, - ! i
q:? l-" d nﬁinking‘ that championed navional progress,
i i ds the modemization of the Greek landscape
w_lnlc the drive towards ! sl b B o
i i limited resources of the new
reflecting more directly the resol
W’“‘['; pl;’:c:’:ﬁdmj(y on expediency and pmcnc_nllt::. ;:::‘3;;::
i ing efforts in the 1
harodque grandeur. Planning :
B:‘m::g:i';::cnndrh‘ d::':::mn.-gwcm often limited to the _:d]us;m::i(“s:::
g il i ion o
i ns and the extensi : L
implemenrlt:un af ?arllcr dlinlg_ ;g ohe S =
s . newly-ali , sk or
bey to define new streets and squares, The yv;l]':gn:: : I‘gm“d
p:“Iu:f streets became not only the locus bur also the l.;.l:: i
,":ls roof of the country’s cultural progress. |||r lh;:;l:uud“hn e
:’i‘wclz:nm century, over 170 plans were st"“:dmc:“:s Appmmm”
larization or expansion of ol . App e
:_W;U!::’: :’E‘dﬂ:::wts:\'ns had a population of over 5,000 inhabi
irty-
ach 4 . o .
“Elr‘; roposed plans were either based on smllpic. Ptil;::lim’gll‘]m i
b: P\lepdesigns of varying degrees of cla‘bmjannr!g h:::m ?hile
e “::crt always based on a regular, geometric sn pai ;“N impdm“
:'“w:;d towns vared. In some cases, a regular grid pnlltmm“n folwﬁle
for the plan of an existing town, with litle apparent col oty slightly
::ju;:g ':mct layour; in other cases, the e:ml!ng nwe:im Kl
i ¥ n was cgular
1 widened, while the town's extensio shigh of Kyllni
ah'?:l.mg;g‘m‘;‘:m plans designed during George I_s rc:ign.fl":;sfhha P
lg:lBM} and the minor port of Diskeptis on the .!Ia'r[‘heﬂ e or Ak,
examples of simple grid designs (figs 1 & 2y : ;:isli’lg s
are ndE 1898, did not impose 4 regular grid on the ::d g e
aﬁfﬂwn ::‘: euc;asion. Two rows of trees were inten
only o

d th h the

i lm:'lﬁ'l’im 1 A 4 exhibition of xmc'phn;w; m
oy, oM 5 L € s plon
‘ i mbier inn of the intermation e
Je— syl E.'ﬂ,‘.,“‘:;‘.";“m Iry the Greek Minisury of Culrure.
Miniscry of Planning, Housing, and Environment 1984 {no illsscratsons)

in Athens in Sepee
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expanded town (fig. 3). Filiatra (1876) is a good example of a regular plan
imposed on an existing wwn. Some straight sreets were opened through
the existing fabric, many of the existing strcers were widened, while the
rown's extension followed a regolar grid plan (fig. 4). Finally, a comparison
of the plan of Athens before liberation with the proposed design by 8
Kleanthis and E. Schaubert (1833} and the actual plan of the city in 1877
I"lls[l.l[cs the clmng:\ effected on cthe wrban fabric, and che distance
and impl d designs {figs 5, 6 & 7).

Many nF the plans for nineteenth-century towns are now kepe in the
archives of the Ministry of Planning in Athens, and have become the
subject of several noteworthy studies by a group of scholars in the Faculry
of Architecture at the University of Thessaloniki.'® Outlining the
directives behind the extensive urban planning efforts, in a recent article
on the subject it 15 maintained that

the modem eity was viewed... [as] an instrument thar would hemogenize
u populacion of different origing, 2 labaratory to create and inculeate the
new spcial order’s pamermns, norms, and values — as the mobd, in ocher wonds,
capable of converting the peasant inte the bowrgeois, the inbabitant inta
the citizen of a new national state... The main purpose of the centralized
state established in Grecee was o remove from civil society the initative
far all actions deemed to concern public interest, and to reduce these
actions to objects of state authority and control.

While these planning principles were in concert with contemporary
practice, financial constraints on :hc Greek state, lack of public control
of most of the land, insufficient i and the g s weak
hold on demestic and international politics spelled a dmsm: compromise
on the ambitious town plans, now scaled down w the Greek realicy By
the end of the nineteenth century, the article concludes,

the traditional town had been remodelled, homogenized, and unified. Its

construction was more of less rationalized by che new relatonships beeween

public and prvate domabiv, and its fabrie was opened up and regubsized

thiough alignments, civic squares, and public spaces,'*
I hel while the tples of rational, orthogonal design were
bmadly o | jally since they signalled a clear break with the
era of Owoman mle, tlus metheds and extent of vrbanizing efforts were
frequently resisted by the citizens.

The state’s lized and i B to urban design
certainly represented a radical break from the (ﬂdmon of local autenomy
in the pre-1821 period. However, the state did not disregard the right to

W8es Kafkoula et al. 1991
1% Hastaoglva-harsinsdis. 199

harka 1985,
02-3, 1M-5, 114,
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Fig. 1. Plan for Kyllini (1864). Scale: 1/1000. Archives of the Greek
Ministry of Planning, Population in 1879 220
(Kafkoula et al. 1990: 185),



Fig. 2. Plan for the port of Diskoptis on the island of Kythira (1871). Scale: 1/

2500. Archives of the Greek Ministry of Planning. Population unknewn.

Ministry of Planning. Population in 187% 2,917 (Kafkoula et al. 1990:
140). Population in 1896; 485 (Ministry of Planning, Housing, and
Environment 1984: 30).

Fig. 4. Plan for Filiacra (1876). Scale: 1/1000. Archives of the Greek
Ministry of Planning. Population in 1879 5,632 (Kafkeula et al. 1990:
226; Ministry of Planning, Housing, and Environment 1984: 28).



_ e e LN sl
Fig. 5. Map of Athens by L.FS. Fauvel (c. 1780). Bibliotheque Nationale:
Cartes et Plans No. Inv. Ge, I, 17297; reprinted in the exhibition
caralogue "Athjva: copemaixi) Oxdfear, Ministry of Culture, Athens 1985:

20-1. Population in 1775-95: ¢. 13,000 (Travlos 1960: 222),

Fig. 6. Proposed plan for new Athens by Stamatios Kleanthis and Eduard
Schaubert (1833). Staatliche Graphische 5 I Munich. Population in 1831:

3,000 {Travlos 1960: 234}



W [.A, Kaupert, Atlas von Athen, Berin 1878, Population in

1879-81: 63,499 {Leontidou 1989 60).

15 (1877). E. Curtius ar

p of Ather

Fig. 7. May
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private property, nor did it pohibic the citizens” invelvement in local
planning matters, The participation of citizens ranged from enthusiastic
support w active resistance and ridicule of official positions and actions.
1 shall now examine more closely the citizens' invalvement in these
extensive planning effores, and the impace of the alleged spacial
homogenization on their lives. Generally speaking, public involvement in
urban design ook the following three forms: a) input into the design
process; b) eritique of the designs; and ¢) resistance to urban changes.

Tupaet into the Design Proces

Citizens gave direet input o the p ling both large-scal
plam. such as the establisl nn_nl of new mwus or small-scale
i such as the real of a street or widening of o 3
Soon after the first planning effores ok effect under Kapodistrias, Greek
citizens hegan to associate wide streets and public squarcs with 'good”
design, and d the state w larize all setdements, Residents
had expressly requested o madmibon (orderly) plan for the sebuilding of their
tu\v’n:..” \vhny of the feports which they submitted are quite articulate,
i and hibating an of ¥
planaing principhes. Initiated by the town conneil, the tawn clders o the
lone landowner who disagreed with o given planning decision, they were
usually tuken into consideration by the stare, and often acted upon as
resources permitced.

Thus, in March 1828, the residents of 7T
that they were determined to inhabit their city again, ‘rebuilding it with
the help of the government, and bringing it back to its earlicr or, if
possible, berter stare”.' *And may this little town,' wrote the inhabitants
of Elis twoe years later, ‘which natwere adoms with the most enjoyable
vistas, 93 it is getting built, be regulated with architectural lines for the
cternal pleasure of the residents and the sweet curiosity of the beaury-
loving passers-hy ™ In their 1835 lewer o the government, the residents
of Karystos requested the boilding of 2 new wwn next to the old harbous,
arguing that the new sive by the sea would facilitate commerce, and the
existing rivers would promote local industry. Their request for an engineer
o design their town was granted by the government. A committee
appointed by the Karystians to oversee the erection of the first church

uire.

polis reported wo Kapodistrias

17 Daravinis 1985 295, It should be pointed oor, boweves, thar fue the residents dhe idea
af an anderly wwn was vague and general and did not necesarily comespond w 8 speeifie

Grissopoulus, *Tetopia tig Tamndirods (Athens 1976, val. [1, 401, cited in
vpnalis 1983 313,
Gined in Laoukaos 1975 185,
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collected the necessary materials and was “waiting to begin as soon as the
plan of the city arrives’.™ Similarly, in March 1829, the inhabitants of
Mystras voiced their determination to leave their town and rebuild the
famed ciey of Sparea, They reg 1 that the g send an
architect to create the plan of the city so that they could build accordingly.
Their buildings ought to be simple, they wrote, like those of the ancient
Spartans, and in accordance with the limited resources of the new state.
In modemn Sparta they planned o ercet a church for the praise of God,
2 hospiral for the needy, and a school ‘for the search for light'2!

This tradition of civic invelverment in planning matters continued during
the reign of George 1 Frequen for example, the wwn council of
Athens ful fed o the pref of Attica and Boeotia
extensions of the approved city plan. In June 1871 brought up an
enrlier decision o establish “farming suburbs' thar would allow those
residents who were farmers o have barns for storing animal food, as thar
provision was net included in e ity plan® T also anempred, though
unsuccessfully, to reassign Liberty Square its original name, Ludwig
Square, after King Owe's father, in appreciation of his phillicllenism and
support of the Greck kingdom.*

The planning process incor er of checks and balanees,
and the citizens were aware, at least in general terms, of building
legislation. For example, in a lener o the police authoritics dated 16
August 1871, a group of concerned Athenian citdzens objected to the
construction of an anatomy building and hemical laboratory by the
University near the municipal hospital, pointing out that, within ciry
limits, such wses were expressly forbidden by the 1835 decree 'On the
Hygienic Building of Towns and Villages”, Concerns over public health,
fire safery, and the emission of noxious fumes, especially near a hospital,
were ameng the issues mised, The police forwarded their letter to the
Minister of the Interior who, after consulting with the stare medical
council, decided that werk on the two buildings should continue
undisturbed, since wiat was being builc was nor a chemical factory but
rather a teaching laboratory for the students

Use and decorwm often went hand in hand in the numerous petitions
that dealt with planning mateers. In January 1874 the Athenian town
council veted to widen the square in front of the church of St
Konstantinon since, although it had already been widened once, its size

Weieneral Stare Archives LAthens),
file 224,
# Cited in L

inistry af the Tnterios (GSAMTY, Oues Archive,
ikt 197 2924,

B GEAML, City Plass, Athens, file 20

b, file 15

M bad. ‘The medieal couneil was affiliaced oo che Minisary of the Interion
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was still not adeq ‘in relatienship o the ifi and the size
of the church, and especilly since dunng royal ceremenies infinite crowds
will gather”. In the event, the council’s request was approved by the
government,*

It is important to notice that input inw the planniog process was not
only the result of personal or lecal initiative. Several building and planning
decrees presupposed the involvement of local governing bodies in
planning efforts. According to the 1867 decree 'On the Execution of Plans
for Cities and Towns of the Kingdom', while the government set the
overall lards, building p | at the local level:

The minimum dimensions of area, fagade and depth of building lows facing
Strects Of suanes in citics ar towns are detesmined once. specifically for
each ciry and vown, by royal deceee, following sonsmlation of wle toww conneil
iw charge, The mmbmum such dimensions can not be lsger than thase of
Athens, nor smaller than thase of Hesmoupelis [ray italies] 20

Consequently, a number of local proposals were forwarded tw the
government for approval. Fer example, an 1868 royal decree reads in parc

... taking inte sccount the submitted ace of the town council of Falar, we
approve the naming of the squares in the small town of Stylis as follows:
a) the centedl Jone to be named] Olga Square, after the name of the Queen
and Our dear spouse; b} the one on the site of Stamos Viysi Diokos Saquare;
and ¢) the one near the boys' clementary schoal Odysseus Square.

When the new town of Ereeria was blished in 1870 w d
refugees from Psara, o fi ber local i consisting of the
miyor, the president of the wn council, un engineer officer, and two of
the town's profrited {clders), was put in charge of the sertlement and land
allueation,

In the aftermath of the Greek War of Independence, a centralized
framewark, spelled out in o number of decrees, was put in place, directing
the planning of new and existing sertdements. While larpe-scale planning
proposals were usually carried out by state cogineers in Athens, local
committees regulasly initiated the process, urged the povernment to
facilitate a settlement, and, after a plan was put in place, proposed any
minos changes, adjustments, dedication of tewn squares, erc. When
financially f le, the g usually apy d the req
Therefore, wit the lized and ic hinery that was
estublished for the reordering, urbanization and, ultimately, the

B, file 20,

 Efimerds tis Kyverniseor (3 May 1867),
[, (ZH May 1S6R).

i, {20 January 1870}
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madernization of the Greek countryside, avenues were creared for
registering citizen input, Obviously, the government could nor possibly
regulate all planning details nationwide. Even if the government’s original
intent was to remove all civic initiative, a5 has been suggested in the
secent licerature,™ both practical and political reasons allowed, and even
encouraged, local pamicipation, In fact, the extent of local invelvement
in the planning process from the eady 13305 onwards would indicare that
at least during the last stages of Otoman rule there already existed a
wradition of small-scale building and planning management initiared by the
wown elders at the local level.

Coritigue of the Designs

Although there was, in general, broad support for regularization and
modemization, criticisms of the methods of implementation abounded, This
1 consider 1o be another form of citizen involvement in the planning
process. While, of course, we will never know the opinion of the man on
the streer, much less of the woman in the house, we have a wide armay of
opinions recorded in the press of the time, In their ireverent, critical and
often | e, inizing the work of the expers, they
esrablish a dialogue of sorts berween the auchoritics and street culture, By
and large, both the press and private individuals were behind the planning
efforts, Semight, wide srreers, well-lic and safe, were what everyone wanted,

In December 1865, a certain K. Platis from Athens, owner of a house
he had built ten yéars earies, criticized the fact that sidewalk levelling
did not happen all at once. As a resoly, he had been forced, wwice, o
lower the ground level of his house, at his own expense, on the occasion
of the building of the Parliament, even though he had orginally acquired
an approved building permit. ‘Tt is Parliament thae should comply with
the [legal] decision, even with a minor distortion, and not my own house,
which has a value of 250,000 drachmas,” he asserted in his leter to the
Ministry of the Tnterior.” The cditor of the Athenian daily Afew (5 August
1881) deplored the condition of the streets and sewers, complaining about
the lack of adequate amounts of water and about the slaugheer of sheep
and goats in basements and not in the designated places outside the city.
Such deficiencies and practices, it was maintined, contributed o the
capital’s unhealthy situation which required immediate attention. On 20
July 1882, Adow published a two-page letter signed by "Ch B., docrer, in
Wolos', which methodically crticized the plan of Volos, ‘Although T am
not an engi " the argued,

T Hee abave, noses 15 and 14,
M GEAMI, Ciry Plans, Athens, file 14,
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the basis of any city or town plan built anew or redesigned and rebuild
should. T believe, be: a) health; b) open transpomarion; cb straightness of
streces and regulasity of squares, from which come the beautification of the
city in general; and d) mcorupsible economy in the design of private and
public stuctares,

And on 23 June 1883, Adew published a dewiled amicle by M. Melas, a

mayoral lidate, on the deplorable urban conditions of Athens, obviously

a wopic of general concern. Although these lenters and anicles were written

by the educated few and not the proverbial ‘man in the stMl. thcll
hlication in a per with a healthy circulation helped o di

d\cu authors’ ideas, and widen the public discourse on planning,

Resireance to Urban Changes

The issue of public rcsls[ancc o these planning effnm is more cumplex
Firstly, there was the d tradition of the d

and the Blished ] for getting g built. Many
buildings went up wmhnn( the appropristc permits, some an loas that were
reserved for future excavations or designated as public land for squares,
ete. In the Greek State Archives there are several lerters from the Athens
city engineer 1. Yenisarlis to the Ministry of the Interior, deploring this
culture of lawlessness.™ ‘It is not my responsibility to determine whether
foreigners consider those who build on archacological sites barbarians,’ he
maintained on 21 Aogust 1868, while calling for berter co-ordination
between the city authoritics, the police and archacologists. On 31 March
1869, he argned thac

There 15 0 mistaken belicf amang certain lindowners, who think that they
can creare roads inside the approved squares and close them off with gares
fram the approved streets. This ides teok hold when the ministry ordered
o allow citizens to build in the interior of their lows before they build on
the facade of the approved street. That should not be allowed.

On 27 April 1872, he condemned the widespread practice of building
without permits. On 30 June 1872, writing on the same issue, he
reprehended the apathy of the police in enforcing the law, Yenisarlis did
not have an easy job, though he was not alone in deriding the existing
siteation. One finds these very same criticisms voiced in numerons articles
and letters published in the contemporary press. Planning deviations, of
course, were not unique to Greece. Planning is often carried out on
contested space and all but the most aurocratic of governments have
telerated a certzin degree of unauthorized building.
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Society's resi o the alleged b genization of space is harder
1 Itk h (I\: ﬂs( di ional plans of cities bespeak, in
fact, a whaolesal 1 of historical space, they tell only part of

the story. A closer study of the documents and mentality of the time
reveals thar residents, while living in newly-aligned sueets and newly-
designed towns, continued to use spatial references that were based on
the previous history and special use of each site. In the course of her
ongoing research on nincteenth-century Athens, I. Fatsea located a hand-
written note in the archive of a prominent Arthenian intellectual, a sort
of address book, daring from around 18500 In parm, it reads as follows;

Professar Saripolos near the University in the newly constucted residence,
colour 1ose-pink.

High schoal director oppasite the Phil deftidi Etaireia [Pl
Educational Socicry] under construction, in the heuse with the gapevines...

Professor Vassilios Ekonomidis near che Cathedral, newly under construction,
at the back side of the square, whese [there is] a bakery...

L Spiliotakis, Hermou Strecr, near the palm trec.

Professor Kotzias, near the residence of Leonardos the postman..,

“There is lictle doubt,” Farsea ‘thar K dis's list
perpetuates a tradition of space mappmg fimilllr w ms: of h:s fellow
citizens from their exp of &
before the Greek Revolution.'™

Similar spatial descriptions are also found in the official planning
decrees of the time, For example, an 1876 decree on the minimum area
of the buildable squares of the town of Filiatra reads in pare:

In the commercial part of the town, that is from the house of Efstathios
Gombakis to the workshap of N.K. Antonaropoulos, and from the workshop
of the brothers G. Metropanlol to the house of P Teaou, and from the
house of G. Bacberis 1o the house of C. Vorras, the [minimum buildable]
area [will be] owenty sguare royal piefer, the [minimum buildable] fagade
four pickes, and the [minimum| depch four pickes. ™!

While the decree specifies the building dimensions in terms that are
common to all newly-planned cities, it also acknowledpes the existing
histery of the town and marks space accordingly. This strongly suggests
that in the late nineteenth century the Grecks conceived of space

M Pamsea nd. The ranslzmion is by Farsca, and tries “to carch some of the awkward syntax.
of the origmal’. | would like o thank the author for generously sharing ber research findings
with me.

W Efrmerss mi Kyveresicos (5 Jume 18760 A pike i3 about 25 inches or 635 cm.
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simultaneously in modern and pre-medemn ways, always negotiating
berween the two.

Conelusion

Most literature on the effects of lernization in Greece describes a
dichoromous picture: some Greeks embraced modemity, others resisted
iy some Greeks were equally comforrable in Eumpean circles, others
criticized this awitede as anti-Hellenic. In an analysis of folklore and
modern Greek ideology, it is argued that

There are, after all, owo competing views of Greeee. One buile from the

1 materials of Europ Classical sc ip... The other
invoives reflexive knowledge — & self-portrait that does noe always flateer 2
Greek's understanding of what it means in pracrice to be Greek.

Maoreover, the second view is ‘more likely to dwell on the traces of
Turkish values in everyday Greek life’. " Rather than considering these
two traditions as ‘competing', my research points instead to cheir
simultaneous coexistence, ofien in the same person or the same cra A
French observer of Greece in the late 13805 remarked that

The Greek man wants to adopt European customs while holding on,
simultancously, to the uniquencss of his people, His pide urges him 1o
imitate the manners and formalities of the Wear. At the same time, however,
he maintains o speeial attzchment to local oaditions, from which he would
pare with difficulty, Among the cultivated Grecks this kind of duality is
striking ¥

Ir is precisely this simultaneity of belonging to the East and the West that
ch ized, and i to ch ize, the modem Greek condition.,

Dllrlng the t:lgﬂ of George 1 this dynamic coexistence of modem am:l

was alsn I by the opposi

uf prime ministers Charilaos 'lnkuupls and Theodoros D:h',ll:mms wha
dominated Greek politics in the last quarner of the nincteenth century.
Trikoupis' impressive modernization cfforts, which included the
construction of 568 miles of milway, 4,000 miles of telegraph lines, and
the opening of the Corinth Canal, drastically changed the face of the new
state,”” While Trikoupis, the messenger of progress and of o modern,

-

S Hensfeld 1980 vid, ix.

1 have explored further this questan of belonging o vwo worlds simulsneausly in an
wssay on ne-clasicism and architcetizal peacties in Greece fom 18 eo 1920 (Bastéa
1995),

* Deschamps 1892: 69, For a discussion of other foreign mavellers” accounts of lare
mincreenth-contury Gireece, see Bassda 1997,
T Clogg 197% 91
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d lized and i i i ional way of life, has been favoured
by later historians, Diliyiannis' h to local traditions and old ways
of life. represcnting l.l:e resistance of the past’.™® helps to pr!um his
popularity at the time, At least in the case of Greeee, this resistance to
modemity may in itself be considered part of the experience of modemity.
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